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HCHS Coronation

On September 30th, Humphreys County High School held there 2026 coronation of Mr. and Miss HCHS. Pic-
tured are Miss HCHS Raeghan Lloyd and Mr. HCHS Tradarrious Smith, joined by HCHS Assistant Principal 
Louis James, HCHS Principal Janina Tanner and HCSD Superintendent Dr. Stanley Ellis

Photo submitted by Humphreys County School District

HA Homecoming is October 9th

Humphreys Academy has chosen their 2026 Homecoming Court. Pictured Left to Right: Freshman maid, 
Millie Piper Rowland, Sophomore Maid Joie Beth Taylor, Junior maid Peyton Millican, Senior Maids Jane 
Audrie Towery, Felicity Prewitt, & Emma Faye Buchanan, Junior maid Jana Kate Pinson, Sophomore maid 
Francine Prewitt, and Freshman maid Ayanna Dean.

Pictured front, center are Flower Girl, Mari Alice Robertson and Crown Bearer, Jack Purvis.

Mississippi Delta Community College 
Centennial Homecoming Parade

Mississippi Delta Community College invites alumni, students, employees and commu-
nity members to attend the Centennial Homecoming Parade on Saturday, Oct. 10, 2026.
This year’s parade is part of MDCC’s 100th anniversary celebration and will recognize 

a century of Trojan pride, tradition and excellence.
Event: MDCC Centennial Homecoming Parade
Date: Saturday, Oct. 10, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Location: Mississippi Delta Community College, Moorhead Campus
Starting Area: Allied Health Parking Lot/Cherry Street
Theme: A Century of Excellence: Celebrating 100 Years of Trojan Pride
The community is encouraged to come out, enjoy the parade and help MDCC celebrate 

100 years of excellence.

BBBRRREEEAAASSSTTTBREAST
CANCER

AWARENESS MONTH

OCTOBER

BBBBBBB

Fire Marshal Urges 
Fire Safety

Fire Prevention Week™ (FPW™) is October 4–10, 2026

JACKSON, Miss. — The Mississippi State Fire Marshal’s 
Offi  ce (SFMO) is teaming up with the National Fire Pro-
tection Association® (NFPA®) to support Fire Prevention 
Week. This year’s theme, “Charge into Fire Safety: Safe 
Charging Is a Superpower,” focuses on the simple steps 
people can take to recharge safely. 

Many devices used in our daily lives, like phones, tablets, 
laptops, tools, toys, e-bikes, and scooters, run on recharge-
able lithium-ion batteries, which store a lot of energy in 
a small space. If they are damaged or charged the wrong 
way, they can overheat, start a fi re, or even explode.

“There have been at least 15 fi res caused by lithium-ion 
batteries this year in our state,” said State Fire Marshal 
and Insurance Commissioner Mike Chaney. “The way you 
charge your lithium-ion battery devices can make a diff er-
ence in helping prevent home fi res. It comes down to using 
simple habits each time you plug in.”

Use the cord and charger that came with your device or 
one approved by the manufacturer. Using the wrong char-
ger can damage the battery and increase the risk of fi re.

• Charge devices on a table, desk, or other hard, fl at 
surface. Do not charge them on beds, couches, or under 
pillows. Devices and chargers produce heat during normal 
charging. Soft surfaces can trap heat and block airfl ow, 
which can cause the battery to overheat.

• Stop using your device if it feels very hot, starts to 
swell, is smoking, or has a strange smell. These are warn-
ing signs that the battery may be damaged or failing.

• Unplug your device when it is fully charged. Do 
not leave it plugged in longer than needed. Leaving a de-
vice plugged in too long can increase heat and stress on the 
battery.

• Charge larger items like e-bikes, scooters, and 
power tools outside and away from exits. These batteries 
are larger and store more energy. If they fail, fi res can grow 
quickly and spread. 

• When on a plane, keep your device where you can 
see it while charging. Do not charge devices in overhead 
compartments. Do not charge e-cigarettes or vapes on a 
plane. If a battery overheats or fails, it is important for the 
fl ight crew to respond quickly.

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and 
smoke alarms, visit fpw.org

The SFMO off ers more safety tips online at https://
www.mid.ms.gov/mississippi-insurance-department/pre-
paredness/fi re-preparedness/

Ag Commissioner applauds Trump
Administration’s fuel costs action

JACKSON, Miss. – Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Commerce Andy Gipson issued the following statement 
regarding President Trump’s Executive Order temporar-
ily allowing off -road dyed diesel for highway use and de-
ferring the applicable Federal excise tax to help lower fuel 
costs.

“I applaud President Trump and his Administration for 
taking action to provide much-needed relief at the pump 
for hardworking farmers, loggers and truckers here in 
Mississippi and across America. I also commend Governor 
Reeves for lifting enforcement of the prohibition of dyed 
diesel on our highways. These actions ensure access to fuel 
at more aff ordable prices and keep commerce fl owing.

 Agriculture is the backbone of our economy and the 
lifeblood of our rural communities, but rising input costs, 
historically high fuel prices and depressed commodity 
prices continue to squeeze already-thin profi t margins and 
put tremendous fi nancial pressure on our producers.

While only a temporary measure, this relief comes at a 
critical time. With harvest in full swing, farmers are work-
ing around the clock to harvest and transport the crops 
that feed and clothe our state, nation and world. Reducing 
fuel costs provides immediate, meaningful relief when our 
producers need it most.

The State of Mississippi can do more. First, we need to 
make sure that we have ample supply of red dye nation-
wide to get through this temporary crisis. Secondly, those 
buying gasoline or on-road diesel for their vehicles are still 
paying nearly 25 cents per gallon for state fuel taxes. 

Most of our neighboring states have suspended state fuel 
taxes for gasoline and undyed diesel. Mississippi can do 
the same, even if it takes a Special Session. Our legislators 
are telling me they are ready to act to give fuel tax relief to 
everyone - our commuters, retirees, families and working 
people. Temporary legislative funding measures can be 
approved to keep construction projects rolling.

I appreciate President Trump and Governor Reeves not 
only recognizing the challenges facing our agricultural 
economy but also acting on the concerns of our agricul-
tural community.  We must continue working together to 
keep farmers in the fi elds, food on our tables and Ameri-
can agriculture moving forward.”
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Support Your Local 
Merchants. Shop Belzoni 

First.

See us for all your auto parts needs!
7-5 Monday-Friday - 7-12 Saturday 

314 West Jackson St. - (662)247-3242
Buy your Windshield Wiper Blades from us

and we will install them FREE!

A White Towing

We buy junk cars.
(662)303-4476
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POSTED
All land owned, rented 
or leased by Danny 
Pearson Farms is posted 
against all forms of 
trespassing. All previ-
ous permissions are 
revoked.  All violators 
will be prosecuted. 

48-47

POSTED
All land and buildings owned 
or leased by Jimmy Turner and 
TNT Farms is posted against all 
forms of trespassing including 
hunting, fishing, ATV riding, and 
picking up of sweet potatoes. 
All previous permissions are 
hereby revoked. Violators will be 
prosecuted.   24-23

CHARLES F. DAVIS
CONSTRUCTION & REAL ESTATE
224B Hwy. 82 West, Indianola, MS.

(662) 887-3557
Call one of our agents to view our properties that are 

listed on our Facebook page or Realtor.Com

511 Wister-Belzoni
This very nicely designed home would make a great 
house for any family. It is located in a quiet neighbor-
hood and has two bedrooms, two baths downstairs 
along with a sunroom, living room, dining room, and 
family room with a fireplace. It also has a spacious 
kitchen and breakfast area and a laundry room. The 
upstairs has two bedrooms and a bath. The two car 
garage has overhead door and the home also has a 
fenced yard.  Call us to view this property today.

305 Central-Belzoni
This very charming and older home has been well 
maintained and has 3,268 Sq. Ft. with portions of the 
home with 10’ ceilings.  There are 5 bedrooms, 2 1/4 
baths.  Dining room, Living room, Laundry room, and 
a sitting room.  It has a nice front port and also has a 
patio and carport.  Call us today to view this property.

POSTED
All land owned, rented 
or leased by Rodgers 
Farms is posted against 
all forms of trespassing. 
All previous permis-
sions are revoked.  All 
violators will be pros-
ecuted. 
Erick Rodgers
Billy Rodgers          11-10

POSTED
All land and buildings owned 
or leased (including the 
racetrack) by Aycock Farms, 
Inc., Aycock, LPand Brooks 
Aycock III is posted against 
all trespassing.  Hunting, 
 shing, motorcycle riding is 
prohibited.   All violators will 
be prosecuted. 
Brooks Aycock III          10-9

POSTED
All land owned or leased 
by Kenny Rodgers is
posted against all forms 
of trespassing, including 
16th Section land & all 
Lundy property.  All 
violators will be pros-
ecuted. 

Kenny Rodgers
34-33

POSTED: All Fish Ponds
owned by Perry Duett are 
posted against all forms of 
trespassing.  All previous 
permissions are hereby  re-
voked.  VIOLATORS WILL
BE PROSECUTED.

POSTED

8-7

NOTICE OF POSITION AVAILABLE
Notice is hereby given by the Mayor and

Board of Aldermen of the City of Belzoni, 
Mississippi and will receive resumes until
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 for the position of full-
time police offi  cer and part-time police offi  cer.  
The minimum requirement is a high school edu-
cation and at least 21 years of age. Applications 
may be completed at the WIN Job Center at 226
Martin Luther King Drive, Indianola, MS 38751. 

The City of Belzoni, Mississippi is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. It is the policy and 
practice of the City to recruit, hire, promote, and 
employ all persons without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap or 
veterans status and to promote equal employ-
ment in all terms and conditions of employment.

Given under my hand and official of the office 
this is the 4th day of May, 2022

/s/ JOE L. JACKSON, MAYOR
/s/ DELORES W. HARRIS, CITY CLERK

155                                                        19-21
---------------------------------------------

CATCH EM YOURSELF!
If you enjoy catching catfish as much as you 

do eating catfish, you just hit the jackpot.
Come to our ponds and catch your own for 

$1.00 per pound.
Call (662)836-9229

for access and directions.
21-24

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5
YEARS. #1 Hunting Lease Company in
America. Customize your contract. Call
Base Camp Leasing 1-888-871-1982

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save!  Call:  833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at one low rate. 601-981-3060

USE ItchNoMore SHAMPOO on dogs
and cats to relieve secondary dermatitis,
treat yeast infections, and eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor Supply
(www.fleabeacon.com) 

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-855-530-0567  today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of May 22, 2022

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r  S a l e

F a r m  E q u i p m e n t

P e t s / L i v e s t o c k

KEEP UP TO SPEED
With Classified

Advertising

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

FOSTER GRADUATES

Jordan Alexander Foster, a 2018 graduate of Humphreys Acad-
emy, graduated with Honors (Magna Cum Laude) from the Uni-
versity Of Houston, Houston, TX on May 13, 2022. He received 
a B.S. in Computer Science. 

Jordan has accepted a position at a Houston tech company, and 
will begin his career as a software engineer in early June.

He is the nephew/son of Joyce Hayes, great grandson of Mil-
dred Presswood Hays, and grandson of Barbara Hayes Sonuga.

NOTICE 
OF 

INTENTION TO DIVERT OR WITHDRAW 
FOR BENEFICIAL USE 

THE PUBLIC WATERS OF THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

Notice is hereby given that on the 17th day 
of May, 2022, Wayne Lloyd, 955 Renshaw
Road, Yazoo City, MS 39194, has filed
application(s) for permit(s) to divert or with-
draw the public water of the State of Missis-
sippi for beneficial use, from the Mississippi 
River Alluvial Aquifer, in the county of Hum-
phreys for irrigation purposes, subject to 
existing rights, the following amount(s) of 
water at the indicated location(s): 
Application No.: GW-52037 
Permitted Acreage: 80 Acres 
Location: NE ¼ of NW ¼ of Sec 3, T15N, 
R04W 

Any person, firm, association or corpora-
tion, deeming that the granting of the above 
application(s) will be truly detrimental to their 
rights to utilize the waters of said source, 
may protest in writing to the Permit Board of 
the State of Mississippi, c/o Chris Hawkins, 
P. O. Box 2309, Jackson, Mississippi 39225,
setting forth all reasons why said application
(s) should not be approved. If not protested,
the permit(s) will be issued on/after ten days 
following publication date. 

If protested, the application(s) will be taken 
for consideration by the Permit Board of the 
State of Mississippi in its offices at 515 East 
Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201,
on, or after the 14th day of June, 2022, at 
which time all interested persons may ap-
pear and be heard by the Permit Board. 
YMD Joint Water Management District 
/s/Dillard M. Melton, Jr.
Dillard M. Melton, Jr. 
Permitting Director 21 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

NOTICE 
OF 

INTENTION TO DIVERT OR WITHDRAW 
FOR BENEFICIAL USE 

THE PUBLIC WATERS OF THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

Notice is hereby given that on the 13th day 
of May, 2022, Bluewing LLC, 106 First 
Choice Drive, Madison, MS 39110, has filed
application(s) for permit(s) to divert or with-
draw the public water of the State of Missis-
sippi for beneficial use, from the Mississippi 
River Alluvial Aquifer, for irrigation and 
wildlife management purposes, subject to
existing rights, the following amount(s) of 
water at the indicated location(s): 
Application No.: GW-52029 
Permitted Acreage: 55 Acres 
County: Humphreys 
Location: NW ¼ of SE ¼ Sec 12, T15N, 
R05W 

Any person, firm, association or corpora-
tion, deeming that the granting of the above 
application(s) will be truly detrimental to their 
rights to utilize the waters of said source, 
may protest in writing to the Permit Board of 
the State of Mississippi, c/o Chris Hawkins, 
P. O. Box 2309, Jackson, Mississippi 39225,
setting forth all reasons why said application
(s) should not be approved. If not protested, 
the permit(s) will be issued on/after ten days 
following publication date. 

If protested, the application(s) will be taken 
for consideration by the Permit Board of the 
State of Mississippi in its offices at 515 East 
Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, 
on, or after July 12, 2022, at which time all 
interested persons may appear and be heard
by the Permit Board. 
YMD Joint Water Management District 
/s/Anna M. Sullivan
Sr. Permit Data Specialist 21 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

NOTICE 
OF 

INTENTION TO DIVERT OR WITHDRAW 
FOR BENEFICIAL USE 

THE PUBLIC WATERS OF THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

Notice is hereby given that on the 17th day 
of May, 2022, Kevin Franklin, 2887 Cole 
Lake Road, Isola, MS 38754, has filed
application(s) for permit(s) to divert or with-
draw the public water of the State of Missis-
sippi for beneficial use, from the Mississippi 
River Alluvial Aquifer, for wildlife manage-
ment purposes, subject to existing rights, the
following amount(s) of water at the indicated
location(s): 
Application No.: GW-52036 
Permitted Acreage: 70 Acres 
County: Humphreys 
Location: NW ¼ of NE ¼ Sec 33, T17N, 
R03W 

Any person, firm, association or corpora-
tion, deeming that the granting of the above 
application(s) will be truly detrimental to their 
rights to utilize the waters of said source, 
may protest in writing to the Permit Board of 
the State of Mississippi, c/o Chris Hawkins, 
P. O. Box 2309, Jackson, Mississippi 39225,
setting forth all reasons why said application
(s) should not be approved. If not protested, 
the permit(s) will be issued on/after ten days 
following publication date. 

If protested, the application(s) will be taken 
for consideration by the Permit Board of the 
State of Mississippi in its offices at 515 East 
Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, 
on, or after July 12, 2022, at which time all 
interested persons may appear and be heard
by the Permit Board. 
YMD Joint Water Management District 
/s/Anna M. Sullivan
Sr. Permit Data Specialist 21 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

NOTICE 
OF 

INTENTION TO DIVERT OR WITHDRAW 
FOR BENEFICIAL USE 

THE PUBLIC WATERS OF THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day 
of May, 2022, Ol Suzie Club LLC, 624 E. Lee
Blvd., Starkville, MS 39759, has filed appli-
cation(s) for permit(s) to divert or withdraw 
the public water of the State of Mississippi 
for beneficial use, from the Mississippi River 
Alluvial Aquifer, for wildlife management 
purposes, subject to existing rights, the
following amount(s) of water at the indicated
location(s): 
Application No.: GW-52021 
Permitted Acreage: 45 Acres 
County: Humphreys 
Location: SE ¼ of NE ¼ Sec 33, T14N, 
R03W 

Any person, firm, association or corpora-
tion, deeming that the granting of the above 
application(s) will be truly detrimental to their 
rights to utilize the waters of said source, 
may protest in writing to the Permit Board of 
the State of Mississippi, c/o Chris Hawkins, 
P. O. Box 2309, Jackson, Mississippi 39225,
setting forth all reasons why said application
(s) should not be approved. If not protested, 
the permit(s) will be issued on/after ten days 
following publication date. 

If protested, the application(s) will be taken 
for consideration by the Permit Board of the 
State of Mississippi in its offices at 515 East 
Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, 
on, or after July 12, 2022, at which time all 
interested persons may appear and be heard
by the Permit Board. 
YMD Joint Water Management District 
/s/Anna M. Sullivan
Sr. Permit Data Specialist 21 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for
Power Outages
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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MS. SOPHIA GRAY
Submitted by:  Regina Boykins, Mississippi State 

University Extension, Humphreys County
May’s Health Achiever, Sophia Gray, knows from experience 

that good health often results from the effects of daily living. Ms. 
Gray, who in the past has had her share of health problems with 
diabetes and high blood pressure, knew that she wanted better 
results.  So, what did she do? It was November doctor’s visit that 
became the life-changer for Ms. Gray when she was informed that 
her blood glucose levels (sugar) were high.  This negative report 
began phase one of healthier living for Ms. Gray who started 
to attend Tee’s Fitness Class.  While feeling more energetic,
she was surprised to hear at her February’s doctor visit that her 
blood glucose (sugar) was still elevated.  Ms. Gray then began 
phase two of her healthier living goal by boosting her eff orts to 
eat healthier.  Now with a diet that includes low carbohydrates, 
high protein and plenty of fruits and vegetables and going to Tee’s
Fitness Class three times a week, Ms. Gray can proudly say that 
both her blood glucose (sugar) and blood pressure has decreased 
and is remaining stable.  While she still may not classify herself 
as a healthy person, Ms. Gray does proclaim that she is making 
great progress in that direction.  This status certainly helps with her
outlook on life which is, “Enjoy life as much as you can while you 
can!” Ms. Gray also adds, “especially if it includes enjoying life 
with my family,” whom she states are her life’s motivation.  Ms. 
Gray acknowledges that she feels blessed for her health success. 
Her daily motto is, “Smile by faith when you can’t smile by your 
feelings.”  Her advice to others who are attempting to adjust their 
attitude and lifestyle regarding their health is, “Be consistent and 
make sure you eat healthy and exercise. They go hand in hand.” 
Our congratulations go to Ms. Sophia Gray who shows us how 
to jump into action with a plan to live healthier and longer.  The 
Humphreys County Health Network encourages all residents to 
become more physically active and to increase the number of 
fruits and vegetables in their daily diet. Pictured is Ms. Sophia 
Gray with her Health Achiever certificate.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HEALTH ACHIEVER - May 2022

We want your local news!

SMITH HEATING, COOLING
& ELECTRIC

Have your Air Conditioning 
unit serviced now!

Call
RANDY SMITH, Owner

(662)836-8446

All land owned by
John Arthur Mortimer
is posted against all
forms of trespassing.
Violators will be pros-
ecuted.

POSTEDPOSTEDPOSTEDPOSTEDPOSTED

48-47p

CHARLES F. DAVIS
CONSTRUCTION & 

REAL ESTATE
224B Hwy. 82 West

Indianola, MS.
(662) 887-3557

Cell:(662)207-0472
email:

charlesfdavis@bellsouth.net

See all of our listings on
realtor.com

Appraisals & Real Estate Needs
Call or come by the office 

to talk to :
Charles F. Davis - Broker

Jackie Fratesi - Broker Associate
662-887-5941

Doug Russell - Sales Associate
662-207-2082

Mary Randal Stevens - 
Sales Associate - 662-379-3065

POSTED
All land and buildings owned 
or leased (including the 
racetrack) by Aycock Farms, 
Inc., Aycock, LPand Brooks 
Aycock III is posted against 
all trespassing.  Hunting, 
 shing, motorcycle riding is 
prohibited.   All violators will 
be prosecuted. 
Brooks Aycock III          10-9

Don’t Wait
Until Damage
Gets Worse!
Payment Plans
Warranty Options
Patented Technology
FREE Evaluations!
(888) 465-1543

Up to
$250 off

Foundation 
Repair

All land & buildings 
ow n ed  b y  A n d rew 
L. (Andy) Halbrook/
COTU-HOTD LLC is 
posted against all forms 
of trespassing. All pre-
vious permissions are 
revoked. 

POSTED

42-41

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, on June 8, 2010, Shumeka 
Smith executed a certain Deed of Trust to 
Thelma A. Glasco, Rural Development Area 
Three Director, Trustee for the use and benefi t 
of United States of America acting through the 
Rural Housing Service or successor agency, 
United States Department of Agriculture 
which Deed of Trust is of record in the offi  ce 
of the Chancery Clerk of Humphreys County, 
Mississippi, on June 8, 2010, in Book 274, 
Page 283, as Document Number 2010 999028.

WHEREAS, United States of America, act-
ing through the Rural Housing Service, United 
States Department of Agriculture, the current 
holder and/or assignee, substituted Halliday, 
Watkins & Mann, P.C. as Trustee by instrument 
recorded in the Chancery Clerk’s Offi  ce on July 
23, 2026 in T DT Book 0377, in Page 362, as 
Document Number 2026000661; and

WHEREAS, Default having been made in the 
terms and conditions of said deed of trust and 
the entire debt secured thereby having been 
declared to be due and payable in accordance 
with the terms of said deed of trust, United 
States of America, acting through the Rural 
Housing Service, United States Department 
of Agriculture, the legal holder of said indebt-
edness, having requested the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee in said deed of trust, will on 
October 30, 2026 off er for sale at public outcry 
and sell within legal hours (being between 
the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.), at the 
north front door of the Humphreys County 
Courthouse, to the highest and best bidder for 
cash the following described property situated in 
Humphreys County, Mississippi, to wit:

Lot 3 of the Solomon-Allen Addition to the 
City of Belzoni, Humphreys County, Mississippi, 
a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof on fi le and of record in the offi  ce of 
the Chancery Clerk of Humphreys County at 
Belzoni, Mississippi, in Plat Book 3 at Page 40, 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and 
as a part of this description.

More commonly known as: 1013 First Street, 
Belzoni, MS 39038

I will convey only such title as vested in me 
as Substituted Trustee.

Important Notice to Potential Bidders:
Federal law administered by the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network (“FinCEN”), a 
bureau of the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
requires certain residential real estate transac-
tions to be reported to the federal government. If 
you are the winning bidder at auction, you may 
be required to provide identifying information 
about yourself and, if applicable, any entity or 
trust purchasing the property. This information 
is required by federal law and must be provided 
to complete the sale. Failure to provide required 
information after the sale may delay or prevent 
issuance of the foreclosure deed. 

Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
Substitute Trustee
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
1107 Highland Colony Pkwy, Suite 207
Ridgeland, MS 39157
(801) 355-2886
Publication dates: September 9, 2026, 

October 7, 2026, October 14, 2026, October 
21, 2026, October 28, 2026
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*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Can-
not be combined with other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 
344027, AR 0366920926, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, 
MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, MI 
262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, 
OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAF-
FLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate:

Promo: 285

1-866-293-0345

25% OFF     10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season

All land owned by 
Ann Long is posted 
against all forms of 
trespassing.
All previous 

permissions are 
hereby revoked. 
All violators will be 
prosecuted.

POSTED

38-37

All land owned by 
Laura P. Tedford is 
posted against all 
forms of trespass-
ing.

POSTED

43-42

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

In the Matter of the Estate 
BERNICE CARPENTER
CAUSE NO.: 2024-0052
JOYCE ANN PEREZ        PETITIONER 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters of Administration having been granted 

on the 15th day of September, 2026, by the 
Chancery Court of Humphreys County, State 
of Mississippi, to the undersigned Administrator 
upon the Estate of Bernice Carpenter, notice 
is hereby given to all persons having claims 
against said estate to present same to the 
Clerk of said Court for probate and registration 
according to law within ninety (90) days after 
the fi rst publication of this notice, or said claims 
will be forever barred.

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, this the 15th day 
of September, 2026.

/s/ Joyce Ann Perez
Joyce Ann Perez, Administrator 
Estate of Bernice Carpenter, Deceased
Joel L. Blackledge (MSB # 10606)
BLACKLEDGE LAW FIRM
P. O. Box 8155, Gulfport, MS  39506-8155
228-669-6254/228-222-5008 (Fax)

146                                                        39-41
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NOTICE OF SALE
WHEREAS, on July 17, 2024, Hall 

Healthcare, LLC AKA Hall Healthcare 
Staffi  ng Service, LLC, executed a Deed of 
Trust to Cousie Giglio, Trustee, for the benefi t 
of Guaranty Bank and Trust Company, which 
Deed of Trust is on fi le and of record in the 
offi  ce of the Chancery Clerk of Humphreys 
County, Mississippi, in Book 363 at Page 494 
thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the legal holder of the said 
Deed of Trust and the note secured thereby, 
substituted Ben C. Hudson of Hudson Law Firm 
as Trustee therein, as authorized by the terms 
thereof, by instrument recorded in the offi  ce of 
the aforesaid Chancery Clerk in Book 378 at 
Page 280 thereof; and 

WHEREAS, default having been made in the 
performance of said deed of trust and the holder 
thereof having requested the undersigned to 
sell said land as provided by law and by said 
deed of trust;

THEREFORE notice is hereby given that 
Ben C. Hudson of Hudson Law Firm, Substitute 
Trustee, by virtue of the authority conferred 
upon me in said Deed of Trust, will, on October 
15, 2026, during the legal hours (between the 
hours of 11 o’clock a.m. and 4 o’clock p.m.), 
at the front steps of the Humphreys County 
Courthouse, 102 Castleman Street, Belzoni, 
Mississippi, 39038, off er for sale and will sell 
at public sale and outcry to the highest and 
best bidder for certifi ed funds, the following 
described land and property, being the same 
land and property described in said Deed of 
Trust, situated in Humphreys County, State of 
Mississippi, to-wit:   

East 91 feet part of Lot 4 of the M. Cohn’s 
Subdivision of Lots 129, 130, and 134 of 
Briley’s Addition to the City of Belzoni, 
Humphreys County, Mississippi, as per 
map or plat thereof on fi le in the offi  ce of 
the Chancery clerk of Humphreys County, 
Mississippi.

I will convey only such title as is vested in me 
as Substitute Trustee. 

WITNESS my signature, on this 15th day of 
September, 2026. 

/s/ Ben C. Hudson, Esq.   
Substituted Trustee
Ben C. Hudson, MSB #106554
Hudson Law Firm
115 Northside Center
Kosciusko, MS 39090
662-290-7503

353                                                        39-42
---------------------------------------------

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CHARLIE FRIZELL, JR., DECEASED

CAUSE NO.:2020-0089
TERRANCE “TERRIE” ANN WILLIAMS-
FRIZELL, PETITIONER

RULE 4 SUMMONS
(BY PUBLICATION)

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF HUMPHREYS
TO: ANY AND ALL KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW; 
AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF CHARLIE FRIZELL, JR., DECEASED

ANY AND ALL KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW; AND 
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF 
ANTHONY FRIZELL, DECEASED

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT
You have been made Respondents to 

a Petition to Determine the Heirs at Law 
of Charlie Frizell, Jr., deceased, fi led by 
Terrance “Terrie” Ann Williams-Frizell.

You are summoned to appear and defend 
against the Petition for Determination of 
Heirs at Law of Charlie Frizell, Jr., deceased, 
in this action at 9:00 a.m. on the 19th day 
of November, 2026 before the Honorable 
Chancellor Debra Giles, Sunfl ower County 
Chancery Courthouse; 200 Main Street; 
Indianola, Mississippi 38751, and in case of 
your failure to appear and defend, a judgment 
will be entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the petition.  

You are not required to fi le an answer 
or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.  

Issued under my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this the 16th day of September, 2026.
(Seal)
MACK D. LIDDELL, CHANCERY CLERK
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
By: /s/Mack D. Liddell, Jr.
Counsel for the Petitioner:
WARREN L. MARTIN, JR., P.A. 
Warren L. Martin, Jr., MSB# 101528
Antonio J. Calvin, MSB # 107078
Post Offi  ce Box 1870
Jackson, Mississippi 39215
Telephone: (769) 257-6052
Facsimile: (769) 257-6596
Email:  attywarrenmartin@gmail.com
269                                                        39-41
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POSTED
All land owned or leased 
by Kenny Rodgers is 
posted against all forms 
of trespassing.  
All violators will be 
prosecuted. 

Kenny Rodgers
34-33

POSTED 
All land owned by 
Sando Farms is posted 
against all forms of tres-
passing. All previous 
permissions are hereby 
revoked. All violators 
will be prosecuted.  12-11

All land owned, leased and 
rented by Little J Farms, Little 
J Hunt & Land, and James W. 
Sandifer, Jr. is posted against 
all forms of trespassing. All 
previous permissions are 
hereby revoked. Violators will 
be prosecuted.
James W. Sandifer, Jr.

POSTED

11-10

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

RE: THE WILL AND ESTATE OF
BILLY GEORGE JANOUS, SR.,   DECEASED

CAUSE NO. 26-0040
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

WHEREAS, Letters Testamentary upon the 
Estate of Billy George Janous, Sr., deceased, 
were duly issued to the undersigned as Co-
Executors of the estate by the Chancery Court 
of Humphreys County, Mississippi, on the 4th 
day of September, 2026; therefore, legal notice 
is hereby given that all persons having claims 
against the estate are required by law to have 
them fi led, probated, and registered with the Clerk 
of the Chancery Court of Humphreys County, 
Mississippi, at Belzoni, Mississippi, within ninety 
(90) days time from the publication of this notice, 
and the failure to fi le, probate, and register their 
claims with the Clerk within the time will forever 
bar the claims.  
/s/ Billy George Janous, Jr.
Billy George Janous, Jr., Co-Executor of the 
Estate of Billy George Janous, Sr.
/s/ Jay Bradley Janous
Jay Bradley Janous, Co-Executor of the Estate of 
Billy George Janous, Sr.
/s/ Kelly Janous Kiker
Kelly Janous Kiker, Co-Executor of the Estate of 
Billy George Janous, Sr.
ATTORNEYS FOR CO-EXECUTORS:
/s/ Treva L. McInnis
William C. Penick, IV (MSB# 100334)
Treva L. McInnis (MSB#10485)
Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC
Attorneys at Law
190 E. Capitol Street, Suite 100
Post Offi  ce Drawer 119
Jackson, Mississippi 39205
Telephone: (601) 948-3101
Email: cpenick@brunini.com
tmcinnis@brunini.com
229                                                        40-42
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POSTED
All land and buildings owned 
or leased by Jimmy Turner and 
TNT Farms is posted against all 
forms of trespassing including 
hunting, fishing, ATV riding, and 
picking up of sweet potatoes. 
All previous permissions are 
hereby revoked. Violators will be 
prosecuted.                             24-23

All land owned by An 
Dabney Faulkner is 
posted against all forms 
of trespassing.  

All previous permissions 
are hereby revoked. 
All violators will be 
prosecuted.

POSTED

28-27

POSTED:  All land owned 
and leased by Holly Mound, 
Inc. and Gardner Family 
Properties, LLC is posted 
against all forms of trespass-
ing.  All previous permis-
sions are hereby  revoked.  
VIOLATORS WILL BE 
PROSECUTED.

POSTED

44-43

All land owned or leased 
by Jessalyn Greene is 
posted against all forms of 
trespassing.
Hunting, motorcycle and 
ATV riding is prohibited. 
All previous permissions 
are hereby revoked. All 
violators will be prosecuted.

POSTED

41-40

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

                     No. 2026-0025
In the matter of the
Estate of BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, 

Deceased
BURL HOLMES, III, Petitioner

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: ALL KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW OF BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, 
DECEASED 
AND ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
CLAIMING OR HAVING A LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, DECEASED

You have been made a defendant in a matter 
filed before this Court by BURL HOLMES, 
III, seeking a determination of heirship in 
accordance with the laws of the State of 
Mississippi.  Those claiming to be lawful heirs 
of BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES are BURL 
HOLMES, III, BURL HOLMES, JR., BETTY 
HOLMES and ANGELICA HOLMES. You 
are required to mail or hand deliver a written 
response to the Petition fi led in this action 
to Jonathan W. Davis, J.W. Davis, PLLC, 
Post Office Box 29, Indianola, Mississippi 
38751-0029.

YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED OR 
DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER THE 7th DAY OF OCTOBER, 
2026 WHICH IS THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS SUMMONS.  IF 
YOUR RESPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED 
OR DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT WILL BE 
ENTERED FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED 
IN THE PETITION AND THIS COURT 
WILL ESTABLISH THE HEIRS AT LAW OF 
BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, DECEASED.

You must also file the original of your 
response with the clerk of this Court.

You are further summoned to appear 
and defend the Petition to Determine Heirs 
at Law of BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, 
Deceased, before the Chancery Court of 
Sunfl ower County, Mississippi on the 10th day 
of DECEMBER, 2026, at 9:00 o’clock a.m. at 
the Sunfl ower County Chancery Courthouse 
in Indianola, Mississippi, to show cause, if any 
you can, in Cause No. CV26-25, wherein you 
are a respondent, why BURL HOLMES, III, 
BURL HOLMES, JR., BETTY HOLMES and 
ANGELICA HOLMES should not be declared 
as only heirs at law of BRANERIC LAMAR 
HOLMES, deceased, pursuant to Section 
91-1-27, et seq. of the Mississippi Code, and 
why such other relief prayed for should not 
be granted.  In case of your failure to appear 
and defend, a Decree will be entered fi nding 
the above-named to be the only heirs at law 
of BRANERIC LAMAR HOLMES, deceased.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF 
THIS COURT, this the 2nd day of October, 2026.
/s/MACK D. LIDDELL, JR., CHANCERY 
CLERK
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
PREPARED BY:
JONATHAN W. DAVIS, MB #104697
J.W. DAVIS, PLLC
P. O. Box 29
Indianola, MS 3875l
Telephone: 662/887-34l2
Fax: 662/887-6661
jwdavis@jwdavislaw.com
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Changes, good and bad, to
 2027 Medicare Part D plans

Toni:
Last year, I emailed you a 

problem I was having with 
the premium for my stand-
alone Part D plan and for 
2027 there is an increase 
though not as high as it 
was for 2026.  The plan is 
increasing  by $16.60 per 
month from $94.80 in 2026 
to $111.40 for the new 2027 
Part D plan which begins 
January 1. On the positive 
side, the Part D plan also 
notifi ed me that my heart 
and rheumatoid arthritis 
prescriptions will be cov-
ered as they were for 2026. 

Also, my cardiologist’s 
offi  ce informed me that 
Medicare has added about 
15 expensive prescriptions 
for 2027.  Can you advise 
what these prescriptions 
are and address the changes 
in the 2027 Medicare Part 
D plan before Medicare’s 
Open Enrollment Period 
that starts on Oct. 15?   

---Tammy from Cypress, 
Texas 

Tammy:
Glad to help you under-

stand what the 2027 Medi-
care Part D changes are and 
learn which 15 selected 
brand-name medications 
will have a percentage dis-
count. The 2027 Part D and 
Medicare Advantage Pre-
scription Drug (MAPD) 
plans became available to 
the public at www.medi-
care.gov on Thursday, Oc-
tober 1. Medicare.gov is 
where to go to fi nd a Medi-
care  Part D or MAPD plan 
that is aff ordable and cov-
ers your current prescrip-
tion drugs.

It is exciting that begin-
ning Jan. 1,2027, there are 
15 brand-name medications 
which receive a discount for 
2027, that will be added to 
the10 brand-name medica-
tions list from 2026 which 
also continues to receive a 
discount.  The 2026 brand-
name list is Eliquis, Xarelto, 
Januvia, Jardiance, Farxiga, 
Entresto, Enbrel, Imbruvi-
ca, Stelara, and NovoLog/
Fiasp (insulin aspart).  The 
2027 list of 15 brand-name 
medications, list includes
Janumet, Breo Ellipta, 
Tradjenta, Linzess, Trelegy 
Ellipta, Ozempic/Rybelsus/
Wegovy, Otezla/XR, Xi-
faxan, Pomalyst, Ibrance, 
Ofev, Xrandi, Vraylar, 
Calquence and Austedo/
XR. Medicare negotiated 
directly with manufacturers 
to reduce the price of these 
expensive brand-name Part 
D prescriptions  and the 
price change will be eff ec-
tive Friday, Jan. 1,2027.  It 
is important to visit www.
medicare.gov to discover 
which Medicare Part D or 
MAPD plan covers your 
prescriptions.

For 2027, Medicare Part 
D will have three main 
stages: deductible, initial 
coverage, and catastrophic 
coverage. Costs and maxi-
mum out-of-pocket are as 
follows: 

• Initial deductible 
is $700 except for covered 
insulin products that has 
a $35 per month co-pay 
with no deductible which is 
waved, and most adult Part 
D vaccines are also cov-
ered.

• 6 Drug Tiers of 
Initial Coverage are: Drug 
Tier 1: Preferred Generic; 
Drug Tier 2: Preferred 
Brand; Drug Tier 3: Non-
Preferred Drugs; Drug Tier 
4: Injectable Drugs; Drug 
Tier 5: Specialty Tier and 
Drug Tier 6: Select Care 
Drugs.

• Initial Coverage 
Stage: During the initial 
coverage period with the 
six drug-tiers, the Part D 
plan pays its share of the 
cost of your drugs, and you 
pay your share of the cost 
until the maximum amount 
of $2400 out-of-pocket is 
met. Then you will move to 
the catastrophic coverage 
stage. 

• Catastrophic cov-
erage: There is a $0 out-
of-pocket when a Medicare 
benefi ciary enters the cata-
strophic coverage stage. 
The Part D insurer pays 
60% of the cost of the pre-
scription and Medicare will 
pay 40% of the prescrip-
tions whether brand name 
or generic, with a stand-
alone Medicare Part D or a 
MAPD plan.  You will pay 
$0.

• On Jan. 1 of each 
year, the process starts 
all over again with a new 
Medicare Prescription Drug 
plan and new initial deduct-
ible and maximum initial 
coverage limit that leads 
you to the catastrophic cov-
erage stage. 

The Medicare Prescrip-
tion Payment Plan is a pay-
ment option that began Jan. 
1, 2025, to help manage 
your out-of-pocket drug 
costs by spreading your 
monthly prescription drug 
costs throughout the year 
from January to December. 
For more information about 
the payment plan, visit 
www.medicare.gov or call 
your Medicare Part D plan. 

Remember… with Medi-
care, what you don’t know 
WILL hurt you! 

Email info@tonisays.com
with your Medicare ques-
tions or call the Toni Says 
Medicare team at 832-519-
8664 for advice on plans. 
Toni’s “Medicare First 
Steps,” available at www.
tonisays.com details vari-
ous situations during Medi-
care’s Open Enrollment 
Period.

Toni King is an author 
and columnist on Medicare, 
Social Security, and long-
term care issues. She has 
spent nearly 20 years as a 
top sales leader in the fi eld. 
Sign up for the Toni Says 
newsletter at www.tonisays.
com to keep up to date on 
Medicare changes.
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THE BELZONI
BANNER 

would love to have you as a subscriber. 
We mail the paper every Wednesday and our online 

subscribers receive their’s on Tuesday night via email.
If you would like to subscribe, our rates are:
Paper only in zip codes 39038, 39097, 39115, 39166 or 

38754, $30 per year.
Paper only in all other zip codes, $35 per year.
If you would like online access, please include an ad-

ditional $5.
You will receive the paper as well as the online version.

Call us today at (662)247-3373

O b i t u a r i e s
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O B I T U A R I E S Long  Shots
by Richard Wiman

Long Shots is brought to you by your friends at BankPlus

All land owned by David M. 
Halbrook and AMTA Farms 
is posted against all forms 
of trespassing. All previous 
permissions hereby revoked. 
Violators will be prosecuted.

POSTED

28-27

POSTED
All land owned or leased 
by Kenny Rodgers is 
posted against all forms 
of trespassing, including 
16th Section land & all 
Lundy property.  All 
violators will be pros-
ecuted. 

Kenny Rodgers
34-33

 IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JIMMIE LOU OUTLAW DOMINO,

DECEASED
CAUSE NO. E-2018-165

CHARLES JOSEPH DOMINO and
MARIE ANTOINETTE D. HARDIN, 
CO-EXECUTORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary having been granted 

on the 17th day of October, 2018, by the 
Chancery Court of Humphreys County, 
Mississippi, to the undersigned Executor 
upon the Estate of JIMMIE LOU OUTLAW 
DOMINO, deceased, notice is hereby given 
to all persons having claims against said es-
tate to present the same to the clerk of this 
court for probate and resignation according to 
the law within ninety (90) days from the fi rst 
publication of this notice or they will be forever 
barred.

THIS the 17th day of October, 2018.
/s/ CHARLES JOSEPH DOMINO 
CHARLES JOSEPH DOMINO
/s/ MARIE ANTONIETTE D. HARDIN
MARIE ANTONIETTE D. HARDIN
NOEL D. CROOK, MSB #7882
213 N. Hayden Street
P. O. Box 342
Belzoni, MS 39038
(662) 247-4013
(662) 247-4092
Attorney for Estate of Jimmie Lou Outlaw 
Domino
PUBLISH:
October 24, 2018
October 31, 2018
November 7, 2018
November 14, 2018
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF MARY N. PINKERTON, DECEASED

NO.E2018-0172
BY: ROBERT SHELBY PINKERTON and
LAURA P. TEDFORD,           PETITIONERS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary having been grant-

ed on the 2nd day of November, 2018, by 
the Chancery Court of Humphreys County, 
Mississippi, in Cause No. E2018-0172, to 
Robert Shelby Pinkerton and Laura P. Tedford 
upon the Estate of Mary N. Pinkerton, de-
ceased, notice is hereby given to all persons 
having claims against said estate to present 
same to the Clerk of said Court for probate 
and registration according to law within ninety 
(90) days from the date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or they will be forever barred.

This 7th day of November, 2018.
/s/Robert Shelby Pinkerton
Laura P. Tedford
Co-Executors of the Estate of 
Mary N. Pinkerton, Deceased,
OF COUNSEL:
Robert N. Warrington, MSBN 6972
CAMPBELL DeLONG, LLP
Post Offi  ce Box 1856
Greenville, Mississippi  38702-1856
Telephone:  (662) 335-6011
Facsimile:  (662) 334-6407
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SIMMONS FARM RAISED CATFISH
Looking for a Route Driver. Committed 

schedules that allow you to be home regularly. 
High-quality, well-maintained trucks, dedicat-
ed to your safety. Enjoy an established route, 
building great customer experiences.

You must be 21 years of age or older. 
CDL Class A (Commercial Driver’s License) 
required, ability to satisfy DOT requirements, 
must pass a RIAH (hair sample) drug screen.

Send resume to dmartin@simmonscatfi sh.
com., fax – 662-746-8625 or apply at simmon-
scatfi sh.com
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WILMA OUIDA HAYS JOHNSTON DAVENPORT
Wilma Ouida Hays Johnston Davenport, age 92, passed 

away peacefully in her sleep on September 13th, 2026, due 
to complications of Alzheimer’s. 

Born on July 30th, 1934, in Eden, Mississippi, she was the 
daughter of Robert Lee and Emma Taylor Hays. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Frank Dav-
enport; 3 sisters, Madeline Dove, Rosa Braxton, and Janie 
Stewart; 3 brothers, Murray Hays, “Bill” Hays, and Harold 
Hays; and by 3 of her children, Wayne Davenport, Mark 
“Peanut” Davenport, and Doris Johnston Chase. 

She is survived by one brother, William “Bubby” Hays 
of Vicksburg, and fi ve children: Joe (MaryAnn) Johnston 
of Aransas Pass, TX, Debbie (Ron) Bird of Brandon, MS, 
Kathy Russell of McCool, MS , Steve (Sarita) Johnston of 
Soddy Daisy, TN and Judy Kelly of TX, 20 grandchildren, 
38 great grandchildren, and 2 great-great grandchildren.

A private service will be held at Gooden Lake Cemetery 
at a later date. 

We wish to extend a deep appreciation to Gentiva Hospice 
and Brooklyn Hall Personal Care Home in Mathiston for 
taking excellent care of “Mama” during her last months. 
She will be greatly missed.

IF IT AIN’T BROKE…
I imagine that most, if not all, of us have heard the 

phrase, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it.” In other words, if it’s 
working, don’t mess with it. Don’t try to tweak to make it 
even better. As long as it is running and accomplishing its 
purpose, leave it alone.

On the other hand, if it’s broken, shouldn’t the opposite 
also be true? In other words, if it’s broken, fi nd a way to 
fi x it. What if that which is broken isn’t something we can 
fi x? What if the “fi x” is beyond us? What then?

While most “broken” things in this world can be fi xed, 
we sometimes fail to discern what the fi x might be. We 
start guessing, trying whatever comes to mind, makes 
sense to us at the time, or is the best that human wisdom 
and understanding can come up with.

Rarely do we think things through before we start try-
ing to fi x something. Even more rarely do we do the one 
thing that is the key to fi xing anything other than a broken 
machine or toy. In other words, we so seldom stop to 
pray for guidance, and even if we do, we don’t wait for 
God to answer. 

Like King Saul who felt the necessity of doing some-
thing rather than waiting for Samuel to show up, we just 
can’t wait. Something needs fi xing…right now! We say 
a quick prayer and immediately start trying to come up 
with a fi x to our situation, which typically involves a per-
sonal relationship of some kind. Never mind that God 
often uses the seeming delay in answering our prayers 
to teach us patience, faith in His faithfulness, trust in His 
perfect timing, etc. We live in a world of instant every-
thing, be it gratifi cation or oatmeal.

What got me to thinking about this subject is the way 
well-meaning people try to solve the problems of the 
natural world. For example, when Theodore Roosevelt, 
a truly great conservationist, tried to solve the problem 
of over hunting of the elk population. He called for the 
preservation of the beautiful elk by closing all hunting so 
the elk could recover. What sounded like a good fi x for 
the problem of declining numbers of elk ended up creat-
ing several other problems.

As the elk population rebounded, they ate themselves 
out of house and home. The growing elk population also 
drew predators such as wolves, bear and mountain lions. 
The predators didn’t just go after elk, they also went after 
cattle, horses and sheep. Roosevelt’s fi x of preservation 
of the elk ended up creating more problems. As a result, 
Roosevelt became one of our nation’s greatest conser-
vationists. He learned that conserving, rather than pre-
serving, wildlife pretty much means leaving the animals 
alone. Manage what is manageable, the imposition of 
hunting licenses and limits based on biology is far bet-
ter than anything we humans can do by intervention into 
nature’s(the God of nature) way of fi xing its problems.

I have seen fi rst hand in Africa what happens when well-
meaning people pour millions of dollars into preserving 
animals such as lions and elephants for example. Those 
who believe that preserving rather than conserving is the 
way to saving whatever animal is on the list are being 
proven wrong to the great detriment of the very animals 
they think they can save. Their fi x is actually contributing 
to the demise of the magnifi cent animals in Africa. The 
problem is we ignore human encroachment. We ignore 
the people closest to the animals, know the animals and 
their habits and the real issues. We imagine we can fi x 
a nature problem. Our fi xes all too often backfi re spec-
tacularly. 

Believing that praying, asking God for wisdom, before 
we start trying to fi xing things on our own, may be a 
long shot for some of us, but…whatever you do, don’t 
be afraid to go with the long shots. Live life to the fullest 
every moment and be ready!
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LEAVE THE POLITICS OUT OF STATE 
CREDIT RATINGS

By Treasurer David McRae
For years, the Biden administration and some of the biggest 

players on Wall Street pushed a fi nancial system that put po-
litical priorities ahead of fi nancial results.

Instead of asking a simple question of “Will this investment 
make money?”, decisions started being infl uenced by things 
like climate policies, diversity goals, and other so-called En-
vironmental, Social, and Governance standards, better known 
as ESG.

President Trump has taken a hammer to much of that system. 
But there are still pieces of it left, and we need to keep knock-
ing them down.

One of those pieces involves the credit ratings given to states.
You may never think about Mississippi’s credit rating, but it 

matters to your wallet. A good credit rating helps Mississippi 
borrow money at lower interest rates when we fi nance ma-
jor projects like roads, bridges, and economic development. 
Lower interest costs mean taxpayers get more for their money.

The problem is that the three major credit-rating agencies 
(S&P, Moody’s, and Fitch) have incorporated ESG factors 
into their ratings.

S&P, for instance, has cited ESG considerations in negative 
outlooks for states including Alaska, New Mexico, and Penn-
sylvania. Moody’s has used similar factors when evaluating 
Louisiana, Alaska, North Dakota, and Wyoming. Fitch has de-
scribed ESG as an “increasingly important rating factor.” That 
should concern Mississippians.

Mississippi is a conservative state. Agriculture and energy 
are important parts of our economy. We aren’t going to aban-
don those industries or our values to make Wall Street happy. 
And we shouldn’t have to.

If Mississippi is paying its bills, managing its debt respon-
sibly, growing its economy, and keeping its fi nancial house in 
order, that’s what should determine our fi nancial standing. A 
political disagreement over energy policy shouldn’t make it 
more expensive to build a highway.

That’s why earlier this fall I joined other state fi nancial of-
fi cers in calling on S&P, Moody’s, and Fitch to rethink how 
ESG factors are being used.

One of our biggest concerns is that these standards can be 
subjective and inconsistent. Consider this: S&P downgraded 
American oil and gas companies while giving an A+ ESG rat-
ing to two Chinese state-owned oil and gas companies.

As I explained to the ratings agencies: “Concluding that 
Chinese state-owned companies are better positioned on ESG 
than American companies is nonsensical.... Environmentally, 
China emits far more than any other country; socially, the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is a prolifi c human rights 
abuser; and governance cannot get worse than being directed 
by the CCP, which reverses corporate transactions, forces cor-
porate restructuring, and sends executives into exile.”

There are also serious questions about some of the research 
being used to justify these ratings. One climate study pub-
lished in Nature in 2024 projected enormous economic losses 
from climate change. The study was later retracted after sig-
nifi cant problems were identifi ed with its methodology. Yet 
elements of that research have continued to infl uence fi nancial 
analysis.

As State Treasurer, protecting Mississippi’s credit rating is 
one of my core responsibilities, and I understand that includes 
holding the rating agencies themselves accountable. Give us a 
level playing fi eld. Judge us by whether we pay our bills and 
manage our money. Rate us on the strength of our fi nances – 
and leave the politics out of it.



CONSERVATION CORNER
National Wildlife Refuge Week

by James L. Cummins
This year National Wildlife 

Refuge  Week  wi l l  be 
observed during the week 
of October 10-17, 2026. 
At refuges that charge an 
entrance fee, those fees 
will be waived on Sunday, 
October 11. If you have 
never visited a refuge before, 
this would be a great time to 
plan to go. 

The National Wildlife 
Refuge System helps to 
protect wildlife, generate 
jobs, provide clean air and 
water, reduce flooding, 
educate children about 
nature and off er protected 
places to fi sh and hike and 
enjoy the outdoors. Every 
state has at least one national 
wildlife refuge, many within 
an hour’s drive of most 
major cities. 

In 1964, Congress passed 
the Wilderness Act. The 1964 
law created the National 
Wilderness Preservation 
System, which protects 
nearly 110 million acres 
of wilderness nationwide. 
Of those, 20 million are on 
refuge land. The wilderness 
is just that—wild land that 
is largely undeveloped and 
unmanaged—that can off er 
outstanding opportunities 
for wildlife observation, 
hiking, other non-motorized 
outdoor recreation, and 
solitude.

National Wildlife Refuge 
Week highlights the value 
of national wildlife refuges 
to wildlife and people alike 
and is a great time to get 

outdoors and explore your 
local refuge. It provides 
an ideal opportunity to 
discover the precious legacy 
that refuges represent for 
generations to come.

The National Wildlife 
Refuge System, managed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, provides vital habi-
tat for thousands of native 
species, including sandhill 
cranes, American alliga-
tors, bison, and sea turtles. 
National wildlife refuges 
off er outstanding recreation, 
too. Refuge Week is a per-
fect time to see why tens of 
millions of Americans visit 
refuges each year to enjoy 
fi shing, hunting, hiking, and 
wildlife watching.

Wildlife refuges also add 
to Americans’ comfort and 
safety by curbing fl ood risk 
and wildfi re damage, provid-
ing cleaner air and water, 
and supporting local com-
munities. In carrying out the 
Refuge System’s wildlife 
conservation mission, under 
the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 
1997, wildlife refuges pump 
$3.2 billion per year into 
regional economies and sup-
port more than 41,000 jobs.

The Refuge System in-
cludes 570 national wildlife 
refuges and 38 wetland man-
agement districts covering 
95 million acres of land. In 
Mississippi there are 14 na-
tional wildlife refuges. 

National Wildlife Refuge 
Week is celebrated at refuges 
with festivals, educational 
programs, guided tours, and 
other events. 

So fi nd a refuge near you, 
mark your calendar, and go 
see what all the fuss is about.

James L. Cummins is 
execu t ive  d i rec to r  o f 
Wi ld l i f e  Mis s i s s i pp i , 
a nonprofit conservation 
organization founded to 
conserve,  restore,  and 
enhance fi sh, wildlife, and 
plant resources throughout 
Mississippi. Their web site is 
www.wildlifemiss.org.
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662-247-3478

Dr. Matthew Bellipanni 
Dr. Chrissy Manning
Dr. Walker Manning

Open Monday - Friday - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
●Walk-ins welcome  ● Comprehensive eye exams

● Glasses & Contact lens fitting
● Diagnosis and treatment of eye disease

● We are providers for most major medical, vision 
insurances and care credit.

206 Church Street - Belzoni-(662)247-0518
104 Hwy. 49 South - Indianola - (662)887-3120

803 E Fifteenth Street - Yazoo City - (662)746-1623

POSTED:  All land owned 
and leased by Holly Mound, 
Inc. and Gardner Family 
Properties, LLC is posted 
against all forms of trespass-
ing.  All previous permis-
sions are hereby  revoked.  
VIOLATORS WILL BE 
PROSECUTED.

POSTED

44-43

All land leased and 
owned by Steve Grish-
am is posted against 
all forms of trespass-
ing.  All previous per-
missions are revoked. 
Violators will be pros-
ecuted.  

POSTED

45-44

All land owned by the 
Glasscock-Johnson and 
Watson families on Kilby 
Lake is posted against all 
forms of trespassing.
Hunting, motorcycle and 
ATV riding is prohibited. 
All previous permissions 
are hereby revoked. All 
violators will be prosecuted.

POSTED
21-20

All land owned or leased 
by Domino Farms is 
posted against all forms 
of trespassing.  

All previous permissions 
are hereby revoked. 
All violators will be 
prosecuted.

POSTED

10-9

WHEN GOOD IDEAS DON’T WORK
Imagine I tell my daughter 

she needs to start studying 
more because her grades 
are slipping.

She comes up with a plan. 
She and several friends will 
form a study group. Once a 
week, they’ll meet at a dif-
ferent person’s house and 
spend a couple of hours 
studying together.

Sounds like a good idea to 
me.

So I do what parents do. 
I make sure she follows 
through. Is she actually 
going? Is she staying the 
whole time? Is she really 
studying?

She is.
By the usual defi nition of 

accountability, everything 
is going according to plan. 
She said she would study 
more, and she is.

But then her grades get 
worse.

The problem isn’t that she 
failed to follow through. 
The problem is that fi ve 
teenagers sitting around a 
kitchen table may not be the 
most eff ective way to study. 
They talk. They laugh. 
They check their phones. 
They distract one another.

She kept her end of the 
bargain.

The idea just didn’t work 
the way we expected.

That doesn’t necessarily 
mean I should cancel the 
study group. Maybe they 
need to put their phones 
away. Maybe the group 
needs more structure. May-
be she’d do better studying 
with one or two friends in-
stead of fi ve.

But I do need to sit down 
with her and say, “This 
isn’t working the way we 
hoped. Something needs to 
change.”

We spend a lot of time 
holding people accountable 
for doing what they say 
they’re going to do. Maybe 
we should hold ideas ac-
countable too.

That requires asking two 

diff erent questions:
Did the person or organi-

zation do what they prom-
ised?

And did what they prom-
ised actually work?

We’re pretty good at ask-
ing the fi rst question. We’re 
not nearly as good at asking 
the second.

Life is busy. It’s much 
easier to hear about an idea, 
decide whether we like it, 
and move on. Once a pro-
posal passes, most of us 
assume it’s doing more or 
less what it was designed to 
do. We rarely circle back to 
check.

But results are often more 
complicated than anyone 
predicted.

Suppose a state ties school 
funding more closely to 
standardized test scores, 
believing that measuring 
results will improve them. 
Sounds reasonable enough.

But if we follow up, we 
might discover that schools 
changed what they teach. 
More time goes toward 
material likely to appear 
on standardized tests while 
things that are harder to 
measure – critical thinking, 
the arts, other subjects – re-
ceive less attention.

Nobody intended that.
It happened anyway.
Sometimes the surprise 

works in the other direc-
tion. When cities began 
putting cameras at intersec-
tions to catch drivers run-
ning red lights, plenty of 
people objected. Some saw 
them as a cash grab or gov-
ernment looking over their 
shoulder. But later research 
found that, in many places, 
cameras reduced some of 
the most serious crashes.

An idea some people ex-
pected to fail worked better 
than they thought.

The lesson isn’t that one 
idea was foolish and the 
other wise. The lesson is 
that we couldn’t know the 
full eff ects until someone 
went back and looked.

There’s a name for these 

surprises: unintended con-
sequences.

Whenever we change 
something, other things 
tend to change with it. We 
cannot anticipate every ef-
fect. But once those eff ects 
become visible, we have 
new information – and new 
information should matter.

Following up is only the 
fi rst step. Once we learn 
what actually happened, we 
have to be willing to reas-
sess what we originally 
thought.

Maybe we backed some-
thing that sounded great and 
produced consequences we 
never saw coming. Maybe 
we opposed something that 
worked better than we ex-
pected.

And sometimes the right 
response isn’t to declare 
victory or defeat. It’s to ad-
just.

Just as I wouldn’t cancel 
my daughter’s study group 
the moment her grades 
slipped, we shouldn’t 
abandon every policy the 
fi rst time something goes 
wrong. But neither should 
we keep doing exactly the 
same thing simply because 
we once thought it was a 
good idea.

If the results aren’t match-
ing the goal, something 
needs to change.

There should be no shame 
in discovering that a good 
idea didn’t work as well as 
we hoped – or that an idea 
we opposed worked better 
than we feared.

None of us can see around 
every corner. Getting a pre-
diction wrong isn’t the mis-
take.

The mistake is refusing 
to look back once we’ve 
turned the corner.

Good intentions matter. 
Plans matter. Following 
through matters.

But following the plan is 
not the same thing as the 
plan working.

If we expect people to 
answer for what they do, 
we should expect the same 
from our ideas.

Ideas should have to an-
swer for what they produce.

by Raymond Barranco

Bannerman Apartment
114 Harpole Street
Belzoni, MS 39038

Contact Alison Riley
(662) 247-1134

  
Facilities:  Laundry Room
   One Bedroom 
                      One level Units
                      Open Floor plan  
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Delta Sizzlin’

Three weeks ago, I had ab-
dominal surgery. Basically, 
it was like getting five hernia 
surgeries at one time. There 
were five tears in my abdomi-
nal muscle wall and that re-
sulted in five incisions. I AM 
recovering, but so much more 
slowly than I had hoped. I 
guess that’s part of getting old-
er. I have not been able to get 
outside and do anything for a 
few weeks, and I am champ-
ing at the bit to be able to. I 
do know this heat has got to 
go! It’s “better,” but it’s still 
H-O-T! I have a few speak-
ing engagements coming up; 
therefore, I have been working 
on PowerPoint presentations 
to ready myself for them. Next 
week, I am speaking about gar-
dening for butterflies. There’s 
a part of me that doesn’t feel 
educated enough to speak pro-
fessionally on these things, but 
one trip around the yard today 
says maybe I know a thing or 
two. 

This afternoon I decided I 
didn’t care how hot it was, 
I was grabbing my camera 
and heading outside. Sweat 
be damned. And yes, I was 
damned with sweat by the end. 
In my presentation I am cur-
rently writing, I mention that 
Common Buckeye butterflies 
seem to prefer yellow blooms. 
There’s a very cool phenome-
non where many flowers have 

patterns on their petals that 
guide pollinators toward nec-
tar and pollen. Many of those 
patterns are visible in ultravio-
let light, and bees can see the 
UV wavelengths that humans 
cannot. Flowers use a combi-
nation of pigments and UV-re-
flecting vs UV-absorbing areas 
that produce strong visual con-
trast to a pollinator. A yellow 
flower may just look yellow to 
us, but to a bee the outer pet-
als may look very bright from 
UV reflection while the center 
is dark from UV absorption 
which creates a giant “bull’s 
eye” for the bee. 

Another phenomenon is that 
some flowers can change col-
or as they age, which signals 
to the pollinator that one has 
fresh nectar and pollen while 
another does not. Lantana is 
an excellent example of this. 
Have you ever noticed that 
one cluster can contain multi-
ple colors? The newly opened 
flowers in the center are often 
yellow, then the middle may 
be orange, and the outside 
reddish or pink. The newly 
opened yellow flowers tend 
to offer the better nectar re-
ward. The Common Buckeye 
butterfly has excellent color 
vision. Butterflies, in general, 
have sophisticated color vi-
sion, and many species can see 
wavelengths ranging from UV 
through much of the human-
visible spectrum. Therefore, 
the Buckeye can actually make 
an association with which col-
or provides the best nectar re-
ward. If yellow pays off more 
than other colors, then they’re 
going to be attracted to yellow 
flowers in general. 

I have talked at great length 
to anyone who will listen, that 
Goldenrod is THE late sum-
mer and early fall pollinator 
plant. It is considered a weed 

by many, and also blamed 
for seasonal allergies. I can’t 
argue with your definition of 
a weed except to show the 
benefit of the plant, but it is 
NOT the cause of your aller-
gies. That is typically Giant 
Ragweed, which blooms this 
time of year as well. I let a 
20x30 foot or so patch grow 
in my yard every year. It is 
absolutely stunning right now 
in the Mississippi Delta, but it 
is also ALIVE! I walked out 
to the yard today, with camera 
in hand, and saw hundreds of 
pollinators. Tiny bees, medi-
um bees, big bees, wasps, hov-
erflies, butterflies…you name 
it. In the 20 or so minutes I 
was out there, I saw at least 
half a dozen different butter-
fly species, and not just one of 
each species. It’s like Sunday 
lunch buffet at the Western 
Sizzlin’ out there. The Delta 
Sizzlin’. Lo and behold, there 
were multiple Common Buck-
eye butterflies feeding heavily 
on the Goldenrod. There are 
Zinnias, Mexican Sunflowers, 
Late Boneset, Vinca, Hibis-
cus, native asters, and Crepe 
Myrtles all blooming in my 
yard right now. Guess what? 
Besides the Gulf Fritillary 
butterflies, they’re all on that 
Goldenrod buffet. Gulf Fritil-
laries are typically larger but-
terflies with long proboscises, 
and they love large compos-
ite flowers like Zinnias and 
Mexican Sunflowers. While 
they can and do feed from 
Goldenrod, this shows prefer-
ence among different species 
in today’s observation. The 
Monarchs I generally have this 
time of year show a preference 
for Mexican Sunflowers, but 
today they were working over 
my pumpkin blooms. Which, 
thanks for the help, friends, 
but that was an interesting ob-

servation. I do have Mexican 
Sunflowers fairly nearby, so 
perhaps they led them to the 
area. 

My yard is one big science 
experiment to me. Whether 
it’s the vegetable garden, the 
flower beds, the wild edges, 
or the woodland area…I’m 
observing and taking notes 
and photos. When I read that 
overall butterfly abundance in 
the United States declined a 
whopping 22% from 2000 to 
2020, I took that personally. 
Not just that, 107 species have 
declined by more than 50%! 
In 2000, for every five butter-
flies we saw, by 2020 we were 
seeing four. I can understand 
that this may not be an alarm-
ing statistic to you, but that is 
a very, very fast decline. Bees 
are harder to quantify than 
butterflies because there are 
roughly 4,000 species of native 
bees. We do know that bumble 
bees have declined nearly 50% 
since 1974. Seventy percent of 

bee species are ground nest-
ing bees, and unfortunately, 
we don’t have great statistics 
on them. In studies it has been 
shown that species that had 
been surveyed are no longer 
being recorded. This is con-
cerning to conservationists. 
Honey bees are valuable and 
do great work, but they are not 
native to North America, and 
despite serious colony losses, 
they are not facing the same 
conservation threat as many 
wild native bees.  Right now, 
my Goldenrod is so filled with 
bee life, and that makes me 
happy. My asters are filled 
with tiny little ground-nesting 
bees. That makes me very 
happy. 

Gardening for pollinators 
isn’t rocket science. Quite the 
opposite, actually. The best 
thing to do for bees is…leave 
areas alone. This works well 
for the gardener! Leave some 
areas exposed and without 
mulch, don’t till anywhere you 

are not actively planting, prac-
tice no-till or limited-till even 
when you are, do NOT broad-
cast pesticides, and try to have 
something blooming from 
spring to winter. I subscribe to 
the belief that God meant for 
us to tend His garden in the 
best way that we can. Gen-
esis 2:15 says, “The Lord God 
took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it.” We can 
and should garden areas for 
ourselves, but we should also 
be mindful of the flora and 
fauna that also call our yards 
and gardens home. The ben-
efit? Besides the very real ben-
efit of crops being pollinated 
to feed us, you can walk into 
your yard at any point and see 
the greatest show on Earth…
nature. Happy Gardening!

Holiday Travel Does Not Have to Break the Bank
Ole Miss economist offers cost-saving tips for those concerned about expensive holiday flights

  OXFORD, Miss. – The 
holiday season is a time for 
getting together to celebrate; 

but if that get-together involves 
traveling by air, ticket prices 
may become a major barrier 

for holiday cheer.
  November through early 

January is a peak travel season 

in the U.S. That means airlines 
can charge significantly more 
for tickets than during other 

times of the year, said Garrett 
Scott, assistant professor of 
economics at the University of 
Mississippi.

 «You can track the average 
price of tickets over time, and 
you will see that they peak in 
November and December,» 
he said. «From the airline›s 
perspective, the ticket is 
priced well for the demand 
that exists. 

  «Of course, we don›t like 
that but blame the people who 
are willing to pay that price.»

  Scott recently published 
«Uncertainty in Dynamic 
Pricing Environments» in the 
Southern Economic Journal. 
In the paper, Scott and his co-
author Richmond Woblesseh 
explore a pricing model of 
consumer choice concerning 
airline tickets.

  While ticket prices peak 
during the holiday season, 
smart travelers can find 
bargains, even among the 
highest prices. Scott offers a 
few basic tips:

 Book early, as soon as you 
are confident of your travel 
dates
•	 Be flexible on how 

long you plan to stay at your 
destination
•	 Explore different ar-

rival and departure times, in-
cluding less popular options
•	 Shop for tickets on-

line outside regular business 
hours
•	 Check out prices for 

basic economy seating. 
 The first, and most important, 

checkpoint is to book as early 
as possible. Scott recommends 
booking most flights two or 
three months in advance.

  «That is the time when the 
ticket is priced accurately for 
what the demand is,» he said. 
«But it is usually the case that 
if you buy a ticket further in 
advance of that two- to three-
month window, you can get a 
better price.»

  Scott recently flew from 
Memphis to North Carolina, 
and he bought his ticket eight 
months in advance, which 
turned out to the best price 
available.

 While in some cases, prices 
can drop close to the departure 
date if demand does not meet 
the airline›s expectations, 
Scott said he would not count 
on that. More often, prices rise 
close to the flight time as seats 
fill up.

 «There is some truth to the 
price dropping at the deadline, 
due to unsold capacity,» he 

said. «The issue there is if the 
flight is full, you are not going 
to get the ticket, so I would not 
bank on that one.»

 Booking flights for so-called 
«irregular days» can yield 
some savings, Scott said.

 «Think about giving up some 
time on either side,» he said. 
«Avoid the Wednesday or 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving, 
as getting there on Monday 
may be better, pricewise. 

 «Definitely don›t fly on Dec. 
24. And consider staying a few 
days longer.»

 Flight times can significantly 
affect ticket prices. For 
instance, a 6 a.m. flight will 
likely be cheaper than one that 
allows travelers to wake at a 
more «reasonable» hour to get 
to the airport.

 «Don›t buy the ticket during 
business hours, as that is when 
business users shop,” he said. 
“Try to buy the ticket later 
in the evening or early in the 
morning.

  «You and I are using our 
own money for the trip, while 
a business traveler will be 
using business or university 
funds. They also have to make 
the trip, whereas for us it 
might be a choice. So, they are 
not as price sensitive.”

 Another anecdotal tip is that 
parents might consider having 
their children who are students 
do the booking.

  «I have heard that 
sometimes airlines will track 
IP addresses,» he said. «So, 
if you are on campus Wi-Fi, 
there is the belief that you are 
more likely to be a student 
than an adult with a salary, 
so they can sometimes source 
cheaper tickets.»

  Although economy 
seating generally is not as 
comfortable, it is always the 
best deal because airlines 
offer these seats close to their 
average cost. Where airlines 
profit is on first-class seats.

 «First class is, like, close to 
10% of the seats on the plane, 
and that accounts for more 
than 50% of the profit,» he 
said. 

  In some cases, they might 
even lose money, and that can 
create a better experience for 
the traveler. 

  «I›ve definitely flown on 
flights that are only at 30% 
capacity because it was a weird 
time, and the ticket was super 
cheap,» Garrett said. «And I 
preferred the experience to a 
packed flight.»

 By Cain Madden

Emily Tillman Donovan
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Shout out to, 
the players 
of the week!

Humphreys CountyHumphreys Academy

Humphreys County chose 
two  Players of the Week for 
the  Cowboys. 

Johnny Hoskins lead the 
team in Rushing  (Off ensive 
Player of the Game)

Ma’Kyle Nunn lead the 
team in Tackles ( Defensive 
Player of the Game). 

No stats were available at 
press time.

Humphreys Academy 
c h o s e  # 1 2 ,  L a y t o n 
Matthews as Players of 
the Week.
Layton had 3 solo tack-

les, 2 assists, 1 interception 
and 1 fumble recovery 
for a touchdown.

Garden Magic

Garden magic comes in 
many forms, but to me having 
both fire and water in even the 
smallest patio gardens are es-
sential. We are hard-wired for 
both.

A garden’s are physical el-
ements, from trees, shrubs, 
vines, flowers, and potted 
plants to hard features includ-
ing walks, arbors fences, and 
seating, occupy most of our 
attention and efforts, followed 
by instant gratification activi-
ties like planting seasonal an-
nuals, pruning hedges, mow-
ing the lawn, watering potted 

plants, and raking leaves. 
And the rewards are certainly 

found there. The satisfaction 
of jobs well done, seeing beau-
tiful shapes and colors and 
butterflies wafting by and bees 
working the flowers, smell-
ing flowers, listening to birds 
singing and tree frogs chirp-
ing after a brief evening rain 
shower, and savoring home-
grown veggies and herbs are 
givens. Even the tactile feel-
ings of sun or a cooling breeze 
on our arms, or how our feet 
can detect subtle shifts from 
stepping from a patio onto the 
lawn or mulched bed, are all 
sensual to those who pay at-
tention. 

But what brings it down to 
earth for me are the unneces-
sary extras, from carefully-
selected wind chimes to plant-
ing rosemary by the walk so 
brushing through releases a 
wonderful bouquet, even the 
eye-catching colors refracted 
from my glass bottle trees.

Two of my most-treasured 
extravagances, which I think 
too many gardeners put off, 
are as ancient as they are un-
complicated: My simple wa-
ter features and a big iron fire 

bowl just off the back patio. 
Having them brings opportu-
nistic touches of enchantment.

I long ago decided that dig-
ging a hole for a water garden 
isn’t for me; my first attempts 
at lining hollowed-out holes 
in the clay with rubber fabric 
were real chores. Then I real-
ized that a  sturdy frame of 
pressure-treated two-by-six 
boards could raise the hole 
and make it easier to level 
before flopping the liner over 
the edge and hiding it with flat 
stones. 

But now I just go with large 
containers, including an an-
tique sugar kettle and a four-
foot diameter galvanized 
metal horse watering trough 
spray painted to look rusted. 
Both are set right on top of 
the ground (no digging re-
quired!), then partially hidden 
with small shrubs, liriope, big 
stones, driftwood, and season-
al flowers. 

I resist the urge to fill them 
with interesting plants because 
I could have done that in just 
dirt; instead, the water itself 
is an interesting sight; I enjoy 
just the reflected sky and shim-
mery waves from the small 

fountains (which conveniently 
deters mosquito larvae). I tried 
keeping little fish in the horse 
trough, but racoons put an end 
to that. 

Between my deck and one 
of the water features is my fire 
bowl, which I enjoy more than 
I would have thought. My the-
ory for why we are so easily 
addicted to mindlessly watch-
ing TV is that the flickering 
images conjure thousands of 
years of our being mesmer-
ized and comforted by dancing 
flames and winking embers. It 
could even be said that a fire 
poker is the forerunner to a TV 
remote control. 

Having fire and water nearly 
side by side is pure gold on 
a cool Autumn evening. The 
steady splash of the fountains 
subtly soothe city sounds 
while well-seasoned hard-
wood logs burn hot and flicker 
brightly without much smoke 
or popping embers, making 
the scene more relaxing with-
out making hair smell like a 
campfire.

These elements are not nec-
essary for a good garden, any 
more than sculptures or other 
garden art. And they have at-

tendant chores, from scatter-
ing ashes to dipping out stinky 
muddy leaf gunk every fall.  

But together, in even the 
smallest gardens, they are 
what make the magic.  

Felder Rushing is a Mis-

sissippi author, columnist, 
and host of the “Gestalt Gar-
dener” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.

by Felder Rushing

HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

RECESS BOARD MEETING, MAY 18, 2026
9:00 A.M.

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI MET 
IN THE COURTHOUSE IN THE CITY OF 
BELZONI, MISSISSIPPI, HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AT 9:00 A.M. ON 
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026, BEING THE 
TIME DESIGNATED BY LAW FOR A 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD 
AS PROVIDED BY MISSISSIPPI CODE 
ANNOTATED SECTION 19-3-11 (SUPP., 
1991).  THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS 
WERE PRESENT TO-WIT:  REGGIE 
PINKSTON, PRESIDENT AND MEM-
BER FROM DISTRICT 5; JAMES BANK-
HEAD, MEMBER FROM DISTRICT 
1; WOODROW JOHNSON, MEMBER 
FROM DISTRICT 3; DELRICK HEN-
DERSON, MEMBER FROM DISTRICT 
4; NAILON LEE, MEMBER FROM 
DISTRICT 2; MACK D. LIDDELL, 
JR., CHANCERY CLERK; FLORENCE 
BULLOCK, COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TOR; MICKEY FOXWORTH, INTERIM 
SHERIFF; AND CARLOS PALMER, 
BOARD ATTORNEY; AND THE BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING WAS 
HAD AND DONE, TO-WIT: 

IN RE: ORDER ALLOWING CLAIMS
WHEREAS THE CLAIM DOCKET OF 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
WAS CALLED AND THE CLAIMS 
PASSED ON, AND ALL ACCOUNTS 
AGAINST THE COUNTY HAVING 
BEEN AUDITED AND ALLOWED OR 
REJECTED ON DUE PROOF; AND
WHEREAS, THE CLAIM DOCKET 
SPECIFIES THE NAME OF EACH 
CLAIMANT, THE NUMBER OF CLAIM, 
THE AMOUNT AND ON WHAT AC-
COUNT; AND
WHEREAS IT APPEARING TO THE 
BOARD THAT THE CLAIMS HEREAF-
TER REFERRED TO HAVE BEEN IN 
ALL RESPECTS DULY AND LEGALLY 
AUDITED, FILED, PASSED UPON AND 
APPROVED BY THIS BOARD AND 
THE PRESIDENT HEREOF, ALL AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW, AND SHOULD 
BE ALLOWED AND PAID, AND THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD BEING 
AUTHORIZED TO SIGN THE CLAIM 

DOCKET.

IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, THAT 
THE CLAIMS AS LISTED ON THE 
CLAIMS DOCKET ARE HEREBY AP-
PROVED AND ALLOWED AND PAY-
MENT THEREOF AUTHORIZED AND 
DIRECTED AS REQUIRED BY LAW, 
THE CLAIMS BEING APPROVED ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: (SEE CLAIMS AT THE 
END OF THIS DOCUMENT)
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION THAT THE 
ABOVE AND FOREGOING ORDER 
BE ADOPTED AND APPROVED.  THE 
QUESTION WAS PUT TO A VOTE WITH 
THE FOLLOWING RESULTS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  NOT PRESENT
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE MEM-
BERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT DE-
CLARED THE MOTION CARRIED, OR-
DERED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED 
THIS THE 18TH        DAY OF MAY  2026.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING TO 
ADOPT THE BOARD’S AGENDA 
WITH THE FOLLOWING ADDI-
TIONS: HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
SHERIFF DEPARTMENT, HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY EMA AND HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY ENGINEER
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING TO 
ADOPT THE BOARD’S AGENDA WITH 
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS:	
 HUMPHREYS COUNTY SHERIFF DE-
PARTMENT, HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
EMA AND HUMPHREYS COUNTY EN-
GINEER. THE MATTER WAS PUT TO 
A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 

A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
CERVICAL CANCER PREVENTION 
WALK HELD SEPTEMBER 26, 2026, 
BEGINNING AND ENDING ON THE 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE GROUNDS
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION THE CERVICAL 
CANCER PREVENTION WALK HELD 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2026, BEGINNING 
AND ENDING ON THE HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE GROUNDS. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING SER-
VICES CONTRACT PEDESTRIAN 
IMPROVEMENTS ALONG MAIN 
STREET IN TOWN OF LOUISE, MS, 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY STP-0140-
00(006)LPA/ 109972-11000 AND PEDES-
TRIAN IMPROVEMENTS ALONG 
FRONT STREET IN SILVER CITY, 
MS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY STP-
0237-00(003)LPA/109969-711000
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED AND 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SECOND-
ED THE MOTION APPROVING THE 
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING SER-
VICES CONTRACT PEDESTRIAN IM-
PROVEMENTS ALONG MAIN STREET 
IN TOWN OF LOUISE, MS, HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY STP-0140-00(006)
LPA/ 109972-11000 AND PEDESTRIAN 
IMPROVEMENTS ALONG FRONT 
STREET IN SILVER CITY, MS, HUM-

PHREYS COUNTY STP-0237-00(003)
LPA/109969-711000. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED
FOR A COPY OF SAID CONTRACT, SEE 
MINUTE BOOK ______ PAGE ______

IN RE: ORDER AUTHORIZING HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY BOARD PRESI-
DENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO SIGN 
THE PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING  
SERVICES CONTRACT FOR LOUISE, 
MS AND SILVER CITY, MS, HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION AUTHORIZ-
ING HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD 
PRESIDENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO 
SIGN THE PRELIMINARY ENGINEER-
ING  SERVICES CONTRACT FOR LOU-
ISE, MS AND SILVER CITY, MS, HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER AUTHORIZING THE 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD 
PRESIDENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO 
SIGN THE LETTER TO MISSISIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TION (MDOT) CONCERNING THE 
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING CON-
TRACTS FOR LOUISE, MS AND SIL-
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VER CITY, MS, HUMPHREYS COUN-
TY
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION AUTHORIZING 
THE HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD 
PRESIDENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO 
SIGN THE LETTER TO MISSISIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
(MDOT) CONCERNING THE PRELIMI-
NARY ENGINEERING CONTRACTS 
FOR LOUISE, MS AND SILVER CITY, 
MS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY. THE MAT-
TER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS FOL-
LOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING DRC 
EMERGENCY SERVICES, LLC FOR 
THE ASH DISPOSAL CONTRACT 
FROM THE WINTER STORM FERN
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
DRC EMERGENCY SERVICES, LLC 
FOR THE ASH DISPOSAL CONTRACT 
FROM THE WINTER STORM FERN. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING TO TA-
BLE AN ORDINANCE REGULATING 
THE PARKING, ABANDONMENT, 
AND CONTROL OF VEHICLES ON 
PUBLIC ROADS AND RIGHTS-OF-
WAY IN HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MIS-
SISSIPPI; AND OR RELATED PUR-
POSES	
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR LEE SECONDED 
THE MOTION APPROVING TO TABLE 
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 
PARKING, ABANDONMENT, AND 
CONTROL OF VEHICLES ON PUB-
LIC ROADS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY IN 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; 
AND OR RELATED PURPOSES.	
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING TO 
TABLE TANGO COMMUNICATION 
COMPANY CONCERNING RADIOS
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
TO TABLE TANGO COMMUNICATION 
COMPANY CONCERNING RADIOS. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE

JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
SAFE ROOMS CONTRACT BE-
TWEEN HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
MAJOR ANDREWS, IV, PRINCIPAL-
MAJOR DESIGN STUDIO, PLLC FOR 
SILVER CITY, MS, LOUISE, MS AND 
BELZONI, MS, HUMPHREYS COUN-
TY 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROV-
ING THE SAFE ROOMS CONTRACT 
BETWEEN HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
MAJOR ANDREWS, IV, PRINCIPAL-
MAJOR DESIGN STUDIO, PLLC FOR 
SILVER CITY, MS, LOUISE, MS AND 
BELZONI, MS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.
FOR A COPY OF SAID CONTRACT, SEE 
MINUTE BOOK ______ PAGE ______

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY BOARD PRESI-
DENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO SIGN 
THE SAFE ROOMS CONTRACT 
BETWEEN HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND MA-
JOR ANDREWS, IV, PRINCIPAL-MA-
JOR DESIGN STUDIO, PPLC
SUPERVISOR LEE MOVED AND SU-
PERVISOR HENDERSON SECONDED 
THE  MOTION APPROVING HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY BOARD PRESIDENT 
REGGIE PINKSTON TO SIGN THE 
SAFE ROOMS CONTRACT BETWEEN 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS AND MAJOR ANDREWS, 
IV, PRINCIPAL-MAJOR DESIGN STU-
DIO, PPLC. THE MATTER WAS PUT TO 
A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER ACKNOWLEDG-
ING THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTEN-
DANCE OF MARVIN EDWARDS AND 
REGGIE PINKSTON FOR ATTEND-
ING THE ASSOCIATION OF FLOOD-
PLAIN MANAGERS OF MISSISSIPPI 
SPRING CONFERENCE MAY 12-14, 
2026, IN BAY ST. LOUIS, MS
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED AND 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SECOND-
ED THE MOTION APPROVING TO AC-
CEPT THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTEN-
DANCE OF MARVIN EDWARDS AND 
REGGIE PINKSTON FOR ATTENDING 
THE ASSOCIATION OF FLOODPLAIN 
MANAGERS OF MISSISSIPPI SPRING 
CONFERENCE MAY 12-14, 2026, IN 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MS. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE

LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER ACKNOWLEDGING 
THE 2026 MAS COUNTY EMPLOYEE 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM NOTICE 
OF RECIPIENTS OF HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY; ZI’RIHANNA RANCE AND 
COBI EVANS 
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED AND 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SECOND-
ED THE MOTION ACKNOWLEDGING 
THE 2026 MAS COUNTY EMPLOYEE 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM NOTICE OF 
RECIPIENTS OF HUMPHREYS COUN-
TY; ZI’RIHANNA RANCE AND COBI 
EVANS. THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A 
VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS AND LESSOR DUSTY 
L. PARKS FOR ONE (1) YEAR BEGIN-
NING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND CON-
TINUING THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2026
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
THE LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS AND LESSOR DUSTY 
L. PARKS FOR ONE (1) YEAR BEGIN-
NING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND CON-
TINUING THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2026. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTAND-
ING (MOU) FOR THREE-YEAR 
PERIOD 2026-2029 BETWEEN 
AMERICORPS SENIORS PROGRAM 
SPONSORED BY SUNFLOWER 
HUMPHRYS COUNTIES PROGRESS, 
INC AND NEIGHBORHOOD FACIL-
ITY BUILDING OWNED BY THE 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDER-
STANDING (MOU) FOR THREE-YEAR 
PERIOD 2026-2029 BETWEEN AMERI-
CORPS SENIORS PROGRAM SPON-
SORED BY SUNFLOWER HUMPHRYS 
COUNTIES PROGRESS, INC AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD FACILITY BUILD-
ING OWNED BY THE HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE

LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.
FOR A COPY OF SAID MOU, SEE MIN-
UTE BOOK ______ PAGE ______

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN G.A. 
CARMICHAEL FAMILY HEALTH 
CENTER AND HUMPHREYS COUN-
TY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR 
THE USE OF THE HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX 
(SHERRILL ENTERPRISE BUILD-
ING)
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
THE LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
G.A. CARMICHAEL FAMILY HEALTH 
CENTER AND HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
USE OF THE HUMPHREYS COUNTY 
HEALTH COMPLEX (SHERRILL EN-
TERPRISE BUILDING). THE MATTER 
WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEM-
BERS PRESENT VOTING AS FOL-
LOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.
FOR A COPY OF SAID LEASE, SEE 
MINUTE BOOK ______ PAGE ______

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING MO-
TION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION TO GO INTO 
CLOSED SESSION. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED A 
MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL MEM-
BERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT DE-
CLARED THE MOTION PASSED AND 
CARRIED.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING MO-
TION TO COME OUT OF CLOSED 
SESSION AND GO IN TO OPEN SES-
SION
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION TO COME OUT 
OF CLOSED SESSION AND GO INTO 
OPEN SESSION. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED A 
MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL MEM-
BERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT DE-
CLARED THE MOTION PASSED AND 
CARRIED.

IN RE:  ORDER APPROVING MO-
TION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION TO DISCUSS SHERIFF 
EMPLOYEE EVALUATION, REAP-
POINTMENT OF SHERIFF, MISSIS-
SIPPI HOME GRANT AND PPXTEC 
CONTRACT POTENTIAL LITIGA-
TION
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 

AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROV-
ING MOTION TO GO INTO EX-
ECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 
SHERIFF EMPLOYEE EVALUATION, 
REAPPOINTMENT OF SHERIFF, MIS-
SISSIPPI HOME GRANT AND PPXTEC 
CONTRACT POTENTIAL LITIGATION. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:		
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED A 
MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL MEM-
BERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT DE-
CLARED THE MOTION PASSED AND 
CARRIED. THE BOARD’S DECISION 
TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
AND REASONS WERE COMMUNICAT-
ED TO THE PUBLIC.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING LETTER 
DRAFTED BY DR. ADRIAN BROWN 
TO BE SENT TO MISSISSIPPI HOME 
CORPORATION IN REFERENCE TO 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
HOME # 1230-M18-SG-280-027-2026
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
LETTER DRAFTED BY DR. ADRIAN 
BROWN TO BE SENT TO MISSISSIPPI 
HOME CORPORATION IN REFERENCE 
TO HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISSISSIP-
PI HOME # 1230-M18-SG-280-027-2026. 
THE MATTER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.
FOR A COPY OF SAID LETTER, SEE 
MINUTE BOOK ______ PAGE ______

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
FOLLOWING STAFF AND PAYROLL 
CHANGES FOR THE HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT; 
LATARSHA SEALS CERTIFIED OF-
FICER AT $22.00/HR AND KALCY 
HILL PART TIME CERTIFIED OFFI-
CER AT $20.00/HR EFFECTIVE MAY 
14, 2026; JEFFREY HAYMER PART 
TIME CERTIFIED AT $20.00/HR; LA-
TONYA WILDER PROMOTED TO 
CAPTAIN OF NIGHT SHIFT AT $25.00/
HR; BRYINE SMITH PROMOTED TO 
CAPTAIN OF DAY SHIFT AT  $25.00/
HR; DAVID PITCHFORD FULL TIME 
AT $22.00/HR; JAMES THURMAND 
FULL TIME AT $22.00/HR; EDWARD 
HUNTER FULL TIME AT $23.32/HR; 
WILLIE COLE PART TIME AT $20.00/
HR; DAVID JAMES PART TIME 
AT $20.00/HR; BELITA BASS PART 
TIME AT $20.00/HR/ AJ WEDDING-
TON PART TIME UNCERTIFIED AT 
$18.00/HR AND ABRAM GRAYSON 
RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MAY 30, 2026
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD 
SECONDED THE MOTION APPROV-
ING THE FOLLOWING STAFF AND 
PAYROLL CHANGES FOR THE HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY SHERIFF DEPART-
MENT; LATARSHA SEALS CERTIFIED 
OFFICER AT $22.00/HR AND KALCY 
HILL PART TIME CERTIFIED OFFICER 
AT $20.00/HR EFFECTIVE MAY 14, 
2026; JEFFREY HAYMER PART TIME 
CERTIFIED AT $20.00/HR; LATONYA 
WILDER PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN 
OF NIGHT SHIFT AT $25.00/HR; BRY-
INE SMITH PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN 
OF DAY SHIFT AT  $25.00/HR; DAVID 
PITCHFORD FULL TIME AT $22.00/
HR; JAMES THURMAND FULL TIME 
AT $22.00/HR; EDWARD HUNTER 
FULL TIME AT $23.32/HR; WILLIE 
COLE PART TIME AT $20.00/HR; DA-
VID JAMES PART TIME AT $20.00/HR; 
BELITA BASS PART TIME AT $20.00/
HR/ AJ WEDDINGTON PART TIME UN-
CERTIFIED AT $18.00/HR AND ABRAM 
GRAYSON RESIGNED EFFECTIVE 
MAY 30, 2026. THE MATTER WAS PUT 
TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS PRES-
ENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED.

IN RE: SUPERVISOR LEE EXITED 
THE MEETING AT 11:16A.M.

IN RE: SUPERVISOR LEE JOINED 
MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE 
AT 11:19A.M.

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING 
APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM SHER-
IFF DUE TO ELECTED SHERIFF’S 
INABILITY TO SERVE AS A LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER IN ANY 
CAPACITY DUE TO BOND CONDI-
TIONS OF FEDERAL INDICTMENT 
AND APPOINTING ELMA MORGAN 
TO SERVE AS INTERIM SHERIFF 
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
THE RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING 
APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM SHERIFF 
DUE TO ELECTED SHERIFF’S INABIL-
ITY TO SERVE AS A LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICER IN ANY CAPACITY 
DUE TO BOND CONDITIONS OF FED-
ERAL INDICTMENT AND APPOINT-
ING ELMA MORGAN TO SERVE AS 
INTERIM SHERIFF. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 

AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING THE 
TERMINATION OF INTERIM SHER-
IFF MICKEY FOXWORTH EFFEC-
TIVE MAY 18, 2026
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR HENDERSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION APPROV-
ING THE TERMINATION OF INTERIM 
SHERIFF MICKEY FOXWORTH EFFEC-
TIVE MAY 18, 2026. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING TO TER-
MINATE SERVICES OF DEBRA L. 
GRIFFIN DBA PPXTEX, LLC EFFEC-
TIVE MAY 18, 2026
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING TO 
TERMINATE SERVICES OF DEBRA L. 
GRIFFIN DBA PPXTEX, LLC EFFEC-
TIVE MAY 18, 2026. THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING ALL 
PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY DEBRA 
L. GRIFFIN DBA PPXTEC, LLC ARE 
DECLARED NULL AND VOID EF-
FECTIVE MAY 18, 2026
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION APPROVING 
ALL PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY 
DEBRA L. GRIFFIN DBA PPXTEC, LLC 
ARE DECLARED NULL AND VOID 
EFFECTIVE MAY 18, 2026. THE MAT-
TER WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS FOL-
LOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER APPROVING TO 
COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SES-
SION
SUPERVISOR JOHNSON MOVED AND 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON SECOND-
ED THE MOTION TO COME OUT OF 
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO RETURN 
BACK IN OPEN SESSION A VOTE WAS 
TAKEN WITH ALL MEMBERS PRES-
ENT VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  AYE
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
HAVING RECEIVED A MAJORITY 
VOTE FROM ALL MEMBERS PRES-
ENT, THE PRESIDENT DECLARED 
THE BOARD TO BE BACK IN OPEN 
SESSION, AN ANNOUNCEMENT, AC-
CORDINGLY, WAS MADE TO THE 
PUBLIC.

IN RE: SUPERVISOR LEE EXITED 
THE MEETING VIA TELECONFER-
ENCE AT 11:34A.M.
	
IN RE: ORDER AUTHORIZING HUM-
PHREYS COUNTY BOARD PRESI-
DENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO SIGN 
THE RESOLUTION APPOINTING 
ELMA MORGAN AS INTERIM SHER-
IFF 
SUPERVISOR HENDERSON MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION AUTHORIZ-
ING HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD 
PRESIDENT REGGIE PINKSTON TO 
SIGN THE RESOLUTION APPOINT-
ING ELMA MORGAN AS INTERIM 
SHERIFF. THE MATTER WAS PUT TO 
A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
VOTING AS FOLLOWS:
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  NOT PRESENT
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE FROM ALL THE 
MEMBERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT 
DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 
AND CARRIED

IN RE: ORDER FINALLY ADJORN-
ING THE MAY 18, 2026 RECESS 
BOARD MEETING
SUPERVISOR BANKHEAD MOVED 
AND SUPERVISOR JOHNSON SEC-
ONDED THE MOTION TO FINALLY 
ADJORNING THE MAY 18, 2026 RE-
CESS BOARD MEETING. THE MATTER 
WAS PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL BOARD 
MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AS FOL-
LOWS:	
PINKSTON		 AYE
BANKHEAD	 AYE
LEE		  NOT PRESENT
JOHNSON		  AYE
HENDERSON 	 AYE
THE MATTER HAVING RECEIVED 
A MAJORITY VOTE BY ALL MEM-
BERS PRESENT, THE PRESIDENT DE-
CLARED THE MEETING ADJORNED.
SO ORDERED, THIS 18TH    DAY OF 
MAY 2026
REGGIE PINKSTON, PRESIDENT 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS
ATTEST:
MACK D. LIDDELL, JR.
CHANCERY CLERK

001	 GENERAL FUND (002800-002858)                                             76,527.14

097	 EMERGENCY 911 FUND (002859-002859)                   	 80.45

105	 GARBAGE & SOLID WASTE (002860-002862)                           1,574.70

151	 DISTRICT 1 ROAD MAINTENANCE (002863-002869)               3,400.73

152	 DISTRICT 2 ROAD MAINTENANCE (002870-002881)               4,915.34

153	 DISTRICT 3 ROAD MAINTENANCE (002882-002894)             16,634.15

154	 DISTRICT 4 ROAD MAINTENANCE (002895-002910) 	 13,254.42

155	 DISTRICT 5 ROAD MAINTENANCE (002911-002927)               9,700.84

162	 DISTRICT 2 CULVERT FUND (002928-002928)                           2,259.90

163	 DISTRICT 3 CULVERT FUND (002929-002929)	 8,286.27

165	 DISTRICT 4 CULVERT FUND (002930-002931)                           8,100.09 

		  144,734.03

CLAIMS
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